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| started out with nothinﬂI and | still have most of it.

Paul & Val’'sHalloween ‘Do’

On Monday 31st October the Club have been invited to ‘Castle
Manor View' for an evening of spodks and spirits, mostly the latter
I think. Those who need to are invited to dressacardingly, the rest
should just come & your usual terrifying selves. Please let Paul or
Val know your intentions ASAP on 01473 743888 so they can plan
how many frogs to tir into the calldron. Times are 19.00 for
19.30.

Club Dinner

Another startling successby the Club’s impresario of super events,
namely our beloved Seaetary Frank ably aided by the long suffer-
ing Joan. The table was a picture, food excdlent the company out-
standing, our ladies garkling. In short a wonderful evening was
had by all. For the first and sadly the last time our guest of honour
was The Garrison Sergeant Major, Charlie Brown. He was able to
tell us that although he would be leaving in April, he will recom-
mend to his replacement that we be alowed to continuing using
the Messuntil its closure, which on the current time table, will be
the end of 2006. There may be ashort bres urtil the new garrison
Sergeants Mess is opened in KirkeéMcMunn Barradks, where
hopefully we will be &le to resume the movement.

Ypres

So we did it at last. ‘O’ hour was sven in the forenoon at the
Towler teastop and long term car park. All arrived safely and on
time, the eyes of our ladies widened when they saw the size of the
trailer and some disappanted comments were head to the effect
that some could have bought at least twice as many suite cases.
Wait for the next time! All hitched up, lights tested, discovered that
some did not work. This was quickly remedied by some 'lorry
drivers it’ being applied to the onnection by 'The Big
John' (make of that title what you want). Onward to Folkestone
and the ‘Pipe’ without serious incident. First stop an the Belgium-
France border for coffee and the odd heat starter. Onward to Pop-
eringe for lunch followed by a visit to Toc H, or asiit is properly
known Talbot House. For both those who have been before and
new vigitors, thisis a ‘time apsule’ that has been preserved to the
memory of all those brave men who's last fedings of home were
experienced here before going to the front and in many cases not
returning. Then onward to Y pres and the Ariane Hotel, which came
as a very nice surprise, as few of us expeded the fadlities to be a
good as they turned out to be. A group supper followed by the
statutory night cap then to bed. The next morning gave eseryone a
chance to discover Ypres Town including St George's chapel and
the ‘In Flanders Fields Museum'. Following lunch a visit was
made to the cemeteries and battle fields on the outside of the
Town. The first stop was Bedford House Cemetery, where we vis-
ited the grave of John Martin. John was Jadkie Merrision’s grand-
father. * A sombre moment in a very happy day’. Badk to the hotel
to change for the Menen Gate Ceremony at 20.00. Our Guards
Club wreah was laid on behalf of the whole Club by Frank, Paul
and George. Foll owing the Ceremony all gathered in alocd restau-
rant for another excdlent group dnner. Then to the hotel, night cgp
and bed. The next day was to Waterloo viathe long awaited visit to

Quatre Bras, where awreah was laid on behalf of the Club by

John Brown. From there to Waterloo Town. Lunch, a visit to
Wellington's Headquarters, then onto the Battlefield. Some
brave souls climbed the Lion Mound whilst other cheered them
on from alocd hostelry, no changes there | think. As usual the
highlight of the visit was to Hougomont Farm. Bad to Y pres
then abomb burst to locd restaurants, followed by a regroup at
the Shell Hole, where our ladies were instructed in the ernest
reassons for previous visits, which unfortunately were dl too
clealy understood as usual. The next morning saw the feverish
attempts to load the trailer and bus for the return trip. Next stop
City Europe to use up all those Euros not already acounted for.
The home leg through the Pipe in the oppasite dirediion and onto
the Towler’s via the M20-M25 and A12 were aggain uneventful.
A cup of tea and teaful farewell. ©Busty hugs©, were exchanged,
then our merry group rode off into the sunset hand in hand. (You
can pick up some strange habits on the other side of the ditch)
Ed.
Quote of the trip. Frank to Joan after the Menen Gate Ceremony.
“ There you go my Ducks, nhow you know why we mme here”.
John Brown. “It’s got nothing to dowith us enjoying ourselves
then”.

November M eding.

Beingthe end of the yea, how about all those with photographs
taken throughout the yea sort out say ten of their favourites and
bring them along for all to see Make sure that you put your
name on the backs so that they don’t get lost.

Remembrance Day Par ade.

This yeas parade will take placein Colchester on Sunday the
13" of November. The usual format will be taken wp. Arrival at
the Town Hall no later than 10.30. A wreath will be laid on be-
half of our Club by a member to be nominated on the day. Fol-
lowing the parade the Garrison Sergeant Magjor has invited us to
the Messfor afew liquid warmers and a curry lunch. We ae not
ableto say at present if there will be an alterative med available,
but will endeavour to find out in the mean time.

Christmas

A suggestion for the December meding is that we dl wea
something of National Dress. It does not have to be your own, if
you want to try someone dse’s. The usual no more than £5 gift
exchange will also take place with the agreement of al con-
cened. Further suggestions should be put forward at the No-
vember meding please.

Sick Parade

Bill i s gill reading the newsletter.

In answer to numerous, well some, er, | think | heard someone
ask, enquiries as to the hedth of the Editor, he would like it to
be known the dl reports of his demise have been grealy exag-
gerated. However he does sincerely thank you for your best
wishes and concern and is looking forward to seeng you all
again soon. That isif the men in white matslet him out.
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