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If the enemy isin range, so are you.

The Annual ‘Break Out’

At the cradk of dawn or even ealier on Tuesday 9" May 2006
there were stirrings along the Suffolk and Essex border. It was the
Colchester Guards Club Travel Platoon making their way to the
rendezvous point in deepest Dedham. Our transport and Driver
Wayne was there spat on time. All baggage was gowed in short
time. After akit chedk to ensure every one had their pasgort, tick-
ets and finances. At about 03.00 hrs we were on the road. All
members were soon asleep to conserve their strength for the forth-
coming orded. At Gatwick Airport al baggage was transferred,
pasgorts and tickets checked. We boarded the drcraft and took off
at about 07.30 hrs. The NAAFI wagon came round with vitals and
liquids. By this time John Brown was sowing signs of lack of Ab-
bot Ale for at least seven days, but he kept a stiff upper lip, but a
very floppy battom one. Very soon we were landing on the island
of Crete and arrived at our hotel where we were bodked in, alo-
caed aur rooms and red bands were dipped onto our wrists to
identify that we were entitled to unrestricted food and boae
(Yippe8. The rest of the day was unpacking and finding where @l
the bars and food centres were. This completed we dl congregated
at the pod bar to test the locd Alco Pops, and taste the BBQ and
goodes etc. This venue soon becane very popular with all.

The following morning we worked out our itinerary for the visit to
the British Military Cemetery at Souda Bay, our main objed for
the week. We ayreda that this would take placeon Friday. Two
mini busses were bodked and paid for. From this time on al troops
visited what they wished. The town of Chania was popular with
the ladies (good shopping centre). Independent visits were made
to the German Milit ary Cemetery, just a short walk from the hotel.
Friday came and off we dl went to the Cemetery in Soudh Bay,
where we laid a poppy wreath as we do. The Ladies chose on
which head stone they would plant a poppy cross

LOST IN CRETE After the vist we took refreshments and
mapped out a route through the mountains. This went well until we
found that once off the main roads the road signs reverted to locd
dialed, so it becane dl-Greek to us. We found that the higher we
went the narrower became the roads. This caused us finally to end
up in a farmers yard with just enough room to turn round. Due to
the convoy bemming split the brave alventurers returned to the
hotel for aliquid debrief and more food

All too soon the holiday came to an end and we returned to the
shores of Dea Old Blighty for amuch needed rest.

We dl agreed that it had been a grea holiday with lots of fun, sun
and friends, including the two ladies with long hair that seemed to
latch themselves to Big John and Paul. On the quiet we think they
may have 'pulled’. They strenuously deny this.

A New Zealand Soldiers Grave

As has now become aClub tradition when visiting military ceme-
teries, our ladies aways plant a small wooden crosson a service-
man’s grave & random. When visiting the Suda Bay cemetery on
Crete, one of these aosss was left on the grave of Private W.P.
Harding of the 28th Maori Battalion New Zealand Infantry, who
was kill ed on the 22nd of May 1941 On returning home enquiries
were made using the Commonwedth War Graves web site. From
this it was leant that our soldier was William Peter Harding d
Takahiwai, Auckland. A further search revealed that Takahiwai

had its own web Site. A message was nt to this ste informing
them of what we had dane and requesting detail s of living rela-
tives if known so that we @uld send photographs. Within eight
hours the foll owing messages were receéved: Thark you for your
interest. | know the family well and | have notified them of your
letter. His widow is still alive and lives not far from us. Thark
you agan for contacting our website. | have no doulh the family
will be in touch with you. Grant Pirihi

Tena korua (Gredings to you bah) My sister, Corinthia Kepa,
and |, Mere Kepa, have just read your letter to the Takahiwai
marae website. William is the husband o our father's sster,
Flora Harding ree Kepa. She is 92 years old andresides in a
Rest Home near Takahiwai. She and Willi am had ore son, Cyril,
who was killed in aroad acident in 1981 Cyril married Kaye
Turner and together they had 3 sons, Peter, Craig and Grant.
Craig continues to farm the land & Takahiwai and he has 4
children. Grant has a son, and Peter who livesin Sydney, Aus-
tralia has 2 children. | shall contact them regarding your
wife's deed of honour and resped to their grandfather. | believe
that Auntie Flora is nat in a state of well being that would en-
able her to understand this honouable deed. Thark you so
much. Our father, the late Sergeant Robert Kepa was a member
of A Company, 28 Battalion. He passd away on April 30 20®
aged 90 here in Auckland. He is buried in Takahiwai. His
brothers Jock and Edward served in the 28 Battalion as
well. Edward is buried in Alexandria. Jock died in New Zealand
seveal years ago d what our father called 'shell shocK. Indedd,
it has been a privilege and an honour to talk with you bah.
Once agan on kehalf of this whanauexended family let me ex-
tend ou gratitude for taking care of a husband, father, grandfa-
ther, brother-in-law and uncle in Crete in amoment in time and
space Po marie (peace and Hesdngs in the night). Mere &
Corinthia Kepa

If you have accessto a mmputer, look up the foll owing for more

information:  www.chc.quik.co.nz/takahiwa/takahiwai_marae/
letters/letter0103html
AGM

Please note that the Club AGM will take place & the July med-
ing. If you have any agenda items for this, please send them to
Frank by the 30th of June.

The Club Flag
The Club flag has been ordered and we ae hoping that it will be

ready in the next two or three weeks. Although we did have
some ideas to make the pole and carier ourselves, in the event it
seems that we were abit over ambitious and will need to buy
these, as well as the gauntlets. This will add something in the
region of £260. There have been two personal donations total-
ling £200 and we ae hoping to make a reasonable profit at the
‘car boat sal€', which means that we will still be well within out
agread budget of £500.

Reauiting Drive
Please try to find some new reatuits for the Club, especially

from those Regiments not represented, if the Club is to survive
in yeas to come. We neal more younger members to get in-
volved now. Suggestions please on how adhieve this.
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