
the day was a DIY day so everyone had a full day exploring the 
beautiful Derbyshire countryside taking in Matlock, Buxton etc, 
etc. That evening we all sat down to a formal dinner. Toasts 
were made to the Queen and absent friends. The food was excel-
lent and was washed down with copious quantities of varying 
types of alcoholic beverages after which we all repaired to the 
bar where we continued the movement. (li fting of the arm)  
Saturday arrived. This was the day we had all been waiting for. 
Coldstream association day at Chatsworth House the home of 
the deceased Duke of Devonshire CG. Unfortunately the 
weather was not very kind, rain & more rain. On arrival every-
one made a dash for the beer tent where we began our day in the 
traditional way. The PRI shop was doing well with Regimental 
Umbrellas. Before long the packed lunches were collected and 
opened.  All the food not eaten were collected into two doggy 
bags and handed over to JT for safe keeping to feed those who 
were returning home in the bus that evening. The day went off 
well . The walk round the inside of house was quite an experi-

ence. Unfortunately the weather was 
too bad for a walk round the gardens. 
Like all things nice it was soon time to 
leave. Goodbyes were said to those 
leaving for home in the Bus or to visit 
relations, leaving the fab five to spend 
the last night at the hotel. Sunday morn-
ing arrived and goodbyes were made to 
Ian who said he had never sold so much 
beer and whiskey in one weekend be-
fore, and we are welcome to return 
whenever we wish.  A great weekend 
was had by all . 

John the One. NICE!! 
 

Annual Dinner  
 

It is almost certain that this years Club Dinner will be held at the 
Garrison Sergeants Mess on Friday 1st October. Negotiations 
are under way with the GSM and Mess manager to sort out 
menus, costs etc. There would seem to be a number of advan-
tages in using the Mess, not least of all that it is our 'Club 
Home'. Make a note in your diaries and watch this space for fur-
ther information.  

The AGM  
 

The AGM took place at our July meeting.  
The committee remains as 2003/4 as do the 'subs' at £5.  
Balance sheets and minutes are available on request.  
Any queries take them up with the Ombudsman. 
 

Sick Parade  
 

Bill Embley is now home having had his heart by-pass opera-
tion. He is beginning to feel much better but is disappointed to 
have missed the Olympic trials in the Knitting Marathon. Larry 
is alive and kicking and about to have a head scan to see if he 
has or has ever had a brain. We wish them both well . 

Exercise Chatswor th 
 

About 10.30am Thursday 23rd June, John & Jill Towler, John & 
June Brown, George & Yvonne Mackender climbed aboard the 
Debden Community Bus and commenced their journey towards 
Matlock Bath in Derbyshire. Chauffeured by that well known dare 
devil driver John the One Towler; picking up Paul & Val Plumbly 
on the way.  Bob & Maria Naden, Tony & Judy Kent commenced 
the journey from Clacton, Frank & Joan Jones from Elmstead. The 
ETA was at 3.30pm at our hotel for the duration, The Temple Ho-
tel, Temple Road, Matlock Bath. We got ourselves a convoy. 

The journey was fairly uneventful not with standing for one driver, 
who it is alleged had to drive around numerous roundabouts twice, 
because the navigator became mesmerised by looking at the map 
and therefore kept fall ing asleep. Minor domestic differences oc-
curred.  Editors note, can't think who that was. 
The ETA came and went but as time went by people began to ar-
rive at the destination. 
The hotel was found to be a grand littl e place everything was im-
maculate (almost as good as Monk Block) and the members of the 

staff were Nul l i 
Secundus and fitted in 
very well . The pro-
prietor, Ian, turned out 
to be a gem, and very 
astute by opening the 
bar almost as soon as 
we had all arrived. 
This set the stage for 
the remainder of the 
visit. That night we all 

wined and dined well at the local Italian restaurant then back to the 
hotel to finish off the night Coldstream style. 
Friday began with a very nice full English breakfast. The rest of 
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