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ful Inn keeper put on a NEW barrel of ale and stocked 
the shelves with much warming Christmas spirit for 
the assembled jolly fellows and their fair wenches, 
looking resplendent in their international costumes 
and Indian ’Bindis’ . The Halls were decked with 
much dust and cob webs. The merry jesters in tradi-
tional hats of cork strings, Russian fur, oriental til es 
and knobbly things  told stories of ‘Old’ . ‘O’ how we 
laughed for the hundredth time at the same merry 
jibes ( thank God for senili ty and short memories). 
Fine gifts were exchanged and busty hugs given all 
round until we spilt out onto the street to return to our 
cottage firesides full of Christmas spirit and cheer. In 
short, a good time was had by all . 
 

Kings Lynn 
Fourteen Club members made the annual pilgrimage 
to the Kings Lynn Coldstream Association’s Branch 
Christmas Dinner, on Sunday 12th. The event was 
well attended with about one hundred and thirty pre-
sent. Good food and company were, as always, the 
order of the day. Our thanks again to Wayne and his 
navigator Jose for the safe delivery and return of the 
assembled throng. Also to Paul and Val who arranged 
everything and for their usual hospitali ty before and 
after the event. The only cloud was that Big John 
(McTavish) Towler ( or Taylor as he is known to the 
NHS) and Jill had to pull out at the last moment. John 
seemed to think he would be better of recovering 
some of his NHS investment by spending a few days 
courtesy of Colchester General Hospital. We are 
please to report that he is now well on his way to a 
fully recovery. Despite this, Wayne was able to find 
the venue without the traditional ‘Straight on’ instruc-
tions! 
 

January meeting 
As usual, there will  NOT be one. 

 
Cheque This Out 

A woman walked into a Police Station to report that 
she has been raped. “When did this happen” ? asked 
the desk off ice, “Last Wednesday” , came the reply. 
“But it is now Monday, why didn’ t you report it be-
fore” exclaimed the Off icer? “Because, I didn’ t know 
I had been raped until the Cheque bounced” replied 
the ‘ lady’ .  
 

El Presidente speaks. 
Oh heck its Christmas torture time again, I don’ t think I 
know anyone who has a god word to say about The Fes-
tive Season nowadays, wrong the Vicar does but then 
he would and even he moans about commercialism in 
Christianity." 
Being from the Yorkshire Dales and therefore a bit shy 
and cautious when excessive expenditure is called for, I 
have personally always looked at Christmas with a 
jaundiced, sometimes bleary eye. Again our vicar was 
saying "There is an evil tradition of eating and drinking 
too much at Christmas." I on the other hand have al-
ways firmly believed those activities essential to reliev-
ing my pain after spending like a man possessed. 
As you know, Bren and I have eight grandchildren and 
after consultation with "one who must be obeyed" I 
made a rule that once they reached 18 no more presents. 
We were down to three and I was rubbing my hands , 
but now for God©s sake, the older ones have started pro-
ducing. You just can©t win can you? Staying with that 
subject, a friend sent a cheque for £25 to one of his 
grandsons recently. The kid sent the cheque back saying 
he was worth more than that and felt insulted. What a 
littl e tripe hound. Enough of my ramblings then. 
As Bob said in the last Newsletter it has been a fantastic 
year for the club. We are a group of li ke minded people 
who value and enjoy similar standards and conse-
quently love each others company.  
Many thanks for all your unstinting support, and to 
Bob, Frank, Rick and Tony, you have been absolutely 
outstanding and without you it would not have hap-
pened. 
A very Happy Christmas and good health and prosper-
ity in the New Year to everyone from Bren and myself. 

 
From our Secretary/Tour organiser. 

Joan & I would like to say a great big thanks to every 
one for the lovely flowers and of course my Tankard it©s 
great to be part of a wonderful group of people.  
We have a letter from the RBL Brightlingsea for our 
donation of £100 to the Poppy appeal. Frank & Joan. 
 

Chr istmas Thrash 
The Christmas meeting came off with its usual menu of 
much merry making and seasonal cheer. The fatted 
goose was delivered by the whistling butchers boy, 
heavily disguised by the taste of curry powder, the 
goose not the butchers boy you understand. The cheer-
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Quote of the month: If you can©t take a joke, you shouldn’ t have joined up.. 
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Year  

 


